FILLM O RE

reason why any Whig should be preferred for a particular
job to any Democrats and fought against the spoils system.*
But there his merits ended. He was pathetically inadequate
for the crisis that followed his inauguration. In his first
message to Congress, he advised that body to ''abstain from
the introduction of those exciting topics of sectional character
which have hitherto produced painful apprehensions in the
public mind/1 So far from abstaining from these topics,
Congress indulged in the most important debate upon them,
and the most determined effort to cope with them, that was
ever made. In July 1850, in the midst of this dramatic con-
test, President Taylor contracted a fever. In six days he was
dead, leaving the Presidency to Millard Fillmore.

5
The territory acquired by the peace treaty with Mexico
was the cause of the struggle in the Senate. Congress, at
the instigation of Representative Wilmot, from Pennsyl-
vania, had tried to prohibit slavery forever from this new
land. The Southern senators blocked the attempt, and the
Northern senators blocked every effort to provide for
administering the territories with this proviso omitted,
Tired of the deadlock, California organized itself and asked
for admission as a State, with a Constitution that prohibited
slavery. No action was taken.
Superficially, it seemed like a foolish quarrel, for New
Mexico was a desert land, where no Southern slave-owner
could imagine settling, and California had already declared
her intention of becoming a free State, f But Calhoun, who
lead the Southern forces in the Senate, knew what he was
about. He countered the Wilmot Proviso by advancing
the extreme doctrine that Congress had no power to pro-
hibit slavery in the territories, since slaves were common-
law property. It was Congress' duty to protect the lawful
* Nevertheless, about 3400 Democratic Office-holders were replaced!
bjWMgs.
f The Southerners had hoped, originally, that this State might be
in twoy and the southern half of it be given over to the plantation